www.nature.com/scientificreports

scientific reports

OPEN

Multidisciplinary optimization

of automotive mega-castings
merging classical

structural optimization

with response-surface-based
optimization enhanced by machine
learning

JensTriller!, Marta L. Lopez?, Matthias Nossek? & Moritz A. Frenzel ®%2*

Large high pressure die castings (HPDC), recently referred to as mega-castings, can replace plenty of
steel metal sheets usually employed for body-in-white (BIW) structures. They can save manufacturing
expense and unleash additional lightweight potential thanks to additional design freedom and
material properties. The BIW plays a major role in automotive design since it must fulfill numerous
structural targets ranging from stiffness for vehicle dynamics, dynamic responses for NVH (noise,
vibration, harshness), driving comfort standards and several passive safety requirements. The use

of mega-casting structures leads to additional requirements with respect to castability and material
quality. Achieving a lightweight design considering requirements related to crash or castability

is a challenge on its own, due to the high computational cost of related simulation techniques.
Considering multiple requirements simultaneously, therefore often leads to non-weight-optimal
structures. To exploit the full lightweight potential, we present a generative multidisciplinary
optimization pipeline for the structural design of automotive mega-casting parts in this paper. The
approach combines established methods in automotive industry such as topology optimization and
response-surface-based (RSM) optimization and enhances the latter by machine learning (ML) based
clustering and classification. In a first step topology optimization is employed to derive optimal load-
paths for multidisciplinary loading conditions. For this purpose, casting manufacturing constraints

as well as more than hundred linearized loads are used to incorporate NVH and passive safety
requirements. In a next step the optimal thickness distribution and rib orientation of the structure is
achieved using RSM optimization algorithms for the computationally expensive nonlinear crash and
casting simulations. Performance indicators are treated by unsupervised learning based on clustering.
This enables classification constraints based on simulation field results from hundreds of samples to be
included into RSM optimization. It resolves a typical risk of pure scalar, regression-type targets, where
supposed optimal results fail when domain experts examine the full field result of the corresponding
simulation. It is shown how this approach is superior in achieving a weight-optimal design and
turnaround time compared to a design workflow classically used for BIW structures.

The shift towards battery electric vehicles as the new norm, driven by the imperative to reduce harmful emis-
sions, increases the pressure on Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) to reduce time and cost'~. While
the pursuit of weight reduction remains ongoing, the inclusion of batteries introduces additional weight. Mul-
tiple OEMs have focused on advanced manufacturing processes, including so-called “mega-casting” for BIW
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structures', as they provide engineers more design freedom in comparison with the standard stamped steel
plate designs and unleash additional lightweighting potential. Molten metal alloy is forced into a reusable mold
under high pressure and speed. After solidification the mold is opened, and the finished piece is removed. This
represents a small amount of manufacturing steps in comparison to stamping steel plates, positioning, and weld-
ing. Industrial examples have shown that mega-castings can significantly reduce the number of parts assembled
in BIW structures* and therefore can save manufacturing time and cost’. Moreover, this supports achieving
circular economy through usage of recycled aluminum.

The previously outlined benefits come with a list of challenges to be solved. The basic prerequisite to produce
such BIW parts is the availability of correspondingly large HPDC machines. Although, the number of toolmaker
capable of producing such machinery is very limited, there have been significant improvements in recent years.
Locking forces up to 9000 tons can be reached, enabling high injection speeds and the manufacturing of large
casting parts®. Another hurdle to be taken is maintaining tight manufacturing tolerances, which is addressed
in Ref. In addition, the increased size and complexity of mega-castings hampers achieving sufficient casting
quality. In the design of such components not only traditional mechanical requirements but also casting process
and material quality play an important role. Uniformly filling the casting-component and short filling times are
crucial in that regard. Achieving sufficient material quality is especially important to maintain the BIW’s crash-
worthiness, as aluminum tends to be brittle in contrast to the conventional BIW made of steel. Tesla has addressed
this issue in a patent recently’. However, according to Ref.” this design contradicts the lightweighting target.

In addition, there are many other requirements not directly related to the HPDC to be met. The BIW contrib-
utes significantly to the fulfilment of criteria related, e.g. to static stiffness for vehicle dynamics, NVH, driving
comfort standards and passive safety. While for the evaluation of the first efficient linear statics FE-solvers are at
hand, the latter requires extensive use of High-Performance Computing to simulate several destructive crash tests.

To develop a structure that attends above, multiple requirements from different disciplines and multiple pro-
cesses must run in parallel. Each discipline, e.g., NVH, statics, durability and crash develop their own FE-Models
and run different calculations. It is important to notice that due to different commercial solvers and physics
involved in each discipline, different mesh types and model sizes may be required. As a result, each department
in large OEMs works with an independent model. Often structural optimization techniques are employed to
derive structural changes improving their discipline targets. But due to missing alignment of separate design swim
lanes non-optimal solutions with respect to structural synergy and weight potential are derived. Consequently,
a synchronization phase is needed in which all design changes are combined. Manufacturing analyses typically
take the resulting structural designs as input and mutual overchecking is only performed on critical hot-spot
locations. Such process is illustrated in Fig. 1 and will be referred to in the following as classical design approach.

The process described is laborious and presents multiple challenges, especially for large castings, since the
combination of the design directions provided by disciplines separately does not necessarily lead to a resulting
lightweight structure that fulfills all targets. Thus, the process requires several iterations among multiple depart-
ments. This contradicts the stated goal of reducing development time and cost.

In this work, a large casting component, illustrated in Fig. 2, is used as case study. The component represents
large portion of the rear of the BIW, and its structural performance must cover diverse NVH requirements, crash,
stiffness and driving conditions.

This paper targets on providing a strategy how to avoid design iteration by employing multidisciplinary
design optimization (MDO) within a generative design pipeline. MDO for the design of BIW structures has
been addressed by several studies®~!!. For comprehensive review on MDO, refer for instance to Cramer et al.!?,
Sobieszczanski-Sobieski and Haftka'?, and most recently Martins and Lambe!*.

Key aspect of MDO is the coupling of single discipline problems. A common example of a strongly coupled
physical problem is aeroelasticity. In optimization the coupling often times is determined by common design
variables, e.g. beam sections or thicknesses of structural parts, where individual physical phenomena such as
structural stiffness or drag can be analyzed sufficiently exact separately.

In the case of the industrial design problem of mega-casting parts within a BIW structure the coupling design
variables for the MDO can be summarized as follows: the geometry including base surface with varying thick-
ness, rib positions, orientations and thicknesses and draw directions, eventually separated in different sections.

As design disciplines we define the various structural requirements arising from the full car load conditions,
comprised by static stiffness, driving dynamics, NVH (noise vibration harshness) and crash requirements. While
these can all be summarized by the physical discipline of structural mechanics, they separate into different dis-
ciplines when analyzed in detail. In the dynamic regime for instance the considered frequency spectrum plays
an important role, whereas for crash loading not only stiffness but also energy absorption is key to fulfill passive

CAD as initial design divided
into separate structural
design problems and models

rash FE Model Crash  Individual design & “Crash” Design
work/optimization i
VH — Mutual Optional:
“ FE Model ,Linear overchecks Subsequent
Statics Individual‘d‘esig‘n ¢ “Linear” Design weight
work/optimization

ﬂ Mutual reduction
Driving o Q D ecks project
FE Model Casting
- e : *
Manufact. Castability analysis

Final Design

Figure 1. Classical design approach frequently used for the design of BIW structures.
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Figure 2. Large casting component (orange) in BIW structure.

safety requirements. This implies application of separate computational solver techniques ranging from implicit
to explicit finite element solvers and varying modelling techniques and mesh resolutions. We demonstrate in
the remaining chapters how we handle the various structural disciplines coupled by the common design space
of the casting part geometry.

Referring to physical fields as design disciplines the industrial problem of mega-casting design imposes
additionally the filling of the die as computational fluid dynamics problem. Although, there is no physical inter-
action between the die filling process and the structural loading of the final assembled part, the coupling design
variables describing the geometry of the part play a significant role. Die filling of such large parts with sufficient
material quality is challenging, particularly for high material quality necessary to achieve ductility required for
crash. Thickness, orientation, and positioning of ribs define the material flow of the die filling and therefore
constrain the optimal design for structural requirements. This additional physical field of material flow makes
multidisciplinary optimization inevitable to design mega-casting structures.

To resolve such a MDO problem to a great extend using optimization algorithms we apply two different archi-
tectures within a sequential process. In the first phase we seek design proposals that capture stiffness load-paths
for all disciplines while respecting manufacturing constraints from casting process using topology and free-size
optimization. To enable handling a huge number of design variables we transform the structural multi-discipline
requirements into a purely static multi-load problem by linearization and integrated casting constraints. Require-
ments in the dynamic regime or stemming from energy absorption in crash are transformed to pure stiffness
requirements in several load cases. Balancing these load cases represents balancing of the different structural
disciplines but offers application of one single optimization solver. The balancing process itself results in several
different design proposals, where the best candidate design can be selected afterwards.

In the second phase, when the part design has already evolved, we overcome the simplifying load linearization
and include nonlinear structural simulations and the die filling problem of the casting process. Thus, we apply
a multidisciplinary feasible architecture'? evaluating response functions from structural analyses and die filling
simulations. To leverage full insight of each individual nonlinear simulation we implement a novel technique
based on machine learning algorithms to cluster and classify simulation results. By doing so, a single discipline
expert’s evaluation of simulation field result, can be scaled to hundreds of simulation results and algorithmically
implemented into the multidisciplinary optimization process.

The two-phase generative design process, as illustrated in Fig. 3, will be demonstrated in the following using
the depicted large casting component as real industry application example.

The sequence of the individual process steps is reflected by the structure of the paper. Chapter 2 showcases
the results of phase-one, while simultaneously providing theoretical background to the optimized load cases
as well as optimization techniques. Afterwards RSM-based optimization is introduced in chapter 3. In Chap-
ter 4 and 5 the RSM-based optimization of the pole-side impact and the casting process are shown and novel
enhancements like clustering and classification are introduced. The final resulting structure is validated through
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Figure 3. Generative design process highlighting two phases and separate disciplines.
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a comparison with a design stemming from the classical design approach as illustrated in Fig. 1. Finally, a sum-
mary and conclusion is worked out.

Optimal load-path conceptual design of casting structure including multidisciplinary
load requirements like crash

The first phase of the generative design approach (Fig. 3) focuses on deriving a load-path conceptual design.
As illustrated in Fig. 4, the available design space (DS) can be split into the shell DS specified by base surfaces
connected to the remaining parts of the BIW and the topology DS.

Each DS relates to a different optimization technique. The shell DS is optimized using free-size optimization,
in which the thickness of each shell element is varied while the topology DS undergoes density-based topology
optimization. The concept of topology optimization is tremendously powerful in mechanical engineering, since
it provides answers for important design questions, such as “where to place material most efficiently?”.

Topology optimization concept was firstly introduced in 1988 by Bendsee and Kikuchi'® and it has developed
into many directions. A comprehensible review of more recent approaches for topology optimization can be
found at Ref.'S.

In this work, the topology optimization problem is tackled by using commercial tools (OptiStruct)'” employ-
ing the Solid Isotropic Material Penalization (SIMP) approach. Here, the element densities are varied and related
to their mechanical properties, i.e., their Youngs modulus. Multiple works have addressed this approach and are
documented in Refs.!8-20.

As the number of elements exceeds 6 million here, the optimizer must be able to handle a huge number of
design variables n4. For linear static response optimization problems, the sensitivities regarding the design vari-
ables x can be calculated very efficiently even for a huge number of design variables employing adjoint sensitivity
analysis®!. Speaking of linear static response optimization means that the responses involved in the optimization
result of solving the FE-equation of linear statics:

Kx)u =f (1)

with the stiffness matrix K(x), the force vector f and the displacement vector u. Since we want to optimize
multiple different load cases, each representing one specific requirement, we consider f;; | = 1,. .., n differ-
ent load vectors, where n is the number of load cases. Due to different trim-body mass conditions for each
discipline it may also be necessary to use different FE-models, each represented by one specific stiffness matrix
Ky (x); m = 1,...,ny where ny, is the number of FE-models. Then, the overall optimization problem can be
formulated as Multi Model Optimization (MMO) problem as follows:

minf(u,,x); x€R™
st gum,x) <0; j=1...,n (2)
xifoifoU; i=1,...,nq
where u,, results of
Kn(®w, = Wi fimy m=1,...,1n

and I(m) maps the [-th load case to its corresponding FE-model m. Here, f(u,,,x) defines the objective func-
tion, gj(u,,x) are the inequality constrains, x and x are the ith design variable’s lower and upper bounds,
respectively. The weighting factor wy,,) is introduced for the purpose of balancing the different load cases and to
derive a variety of generative design proposals. As can be seen, in this MMO framework the design variables are
the coupling parameter between each load case, model or discipline. The load cases can be grouped as explained
in the following:

Load cases from static, driving dynamics, NVH, and crash

Statics, driving dynamics and NVH

To measure global stiffness in bending and torsion multiple load cases are defined, each focusing on a spe-
cific behavior of the vehicle in certain driving conditions. Some load cases are defined which use inertia relief
approach, representing driving conditions like cornering, breaking among others as illustrated in Fig. 5.

Shell DS Topology DS

Figure 4. Casting component—design space and base-shell structure.
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Figure 5. Example of driving loading conditions and respective measurements of stiffness.

An exemplary NVH load case is illustrated in Fig. 6, which is used to assess road NVH performance. Here,
the four front and rear damping towers are actuated by dynamic forces F(w) = Fsin(wt).

It is important to note that static, driving conditions and NVH load cases provide important input for the
design of the casting component, however including only these loads would lead to topology results which would
not satisfy all requirements. Figure 7 illustrates topology results for individual load cases. The results show load-
paths that satisfy only a reduced number of targets.

Crash

To ensure passive vehicle safety, OEMs must fulfill a series of requirements within predefined test situations
from a legal perspective. In addition, to achieve the overall goal of passive safety, OEMs typically define and
verify their own validated measures. In the following some driving crash load cases are shortly explained and
illustrated schematically in Fig. 8.

. Front Suspension Towers

() Rear Suspension Towers

F(w) F(w)

Figure 6. NVH load case: excitation of front and rear suspension towers.
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Figure 8. Driving crash load cases: pole-side-impact (left) and rear-impact (right).
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On the left a pole-side-impact is shown. Here, the car collides sidewise with a rigid pole with an initial veloc-
ity of 32 km/h. This simulates the collision with roadside objects such as trees. The pole’s intrusion into the car
should be limited to protect the occupants and to prevent damage to other automotive parts, such as battery
and fuel tank.

A second driving crash load case is the high-speed rear-impact (Fig. 8, right), where the car is hit from behind
by another car or a rigid barrier with an initial velocity of 80 km/h.

Such crash tests come with large deformations, irreversible structural changes and contact within the structure
itself and with the impactors. Mechanically, this reflects a transient problem which involves dynamic effects,
nonlinearities in geometry, material, and due to contact. As a result, the computational costs for analyzing the
structural responses increase massively. Explicit time integration schemes are usually employed. In that case
sensitivities cannot be calculated as efficiently as it is the case for problems of linear nature. Consequently, for
the optimization of such problems, gradient free optimization methods like evolutionary algorithms*-** or
Response Surface Methods (RSMs) like for example neural networks*?¢, kriging?’~*°, or Radial Basis Functions
(RBF)*! are often used. For a comparative review on RSMs please refer to Fang et al.*>** or to Biittner et. al.'%,
addressing the challenges related to car body development. Unfortunately, these methods all combine a strong
limitation regarding the number of design variables ng4, since the computational effort significantly increases with
nq. Hence, topology and free-sizing applications involving a huge number of design variables are not applicable
using such methods.

For those reasons nonlinear dynamic response topology optimization still represents a challenging field of
research. State of the art methods to name are: the Graph and Heuristic-based Topology optimization (GHT)
approach, where cross-section of profiles® are optimized using two dimensional graphs. This approach is limited
to the application of extruded profile structures. However, currently efforts are made to extend the methodology
to three-dimensional structures®.

Moreover, Patel introduced the so-called Hybrid Cellular Automaton (HCA)***". This is a heuristic motivated
approach which aims at homogenizing the strain energy density within the investigated structure and mimics
the growth of bones. For this purpose, the Cellular Automaton (CA) paradigm® is combined with FEM and
the SIMP approach.

The definition of linear auxiliary load cases enabling linear static response optimization is another prominent
technique for overcoming the missing sensitivity issue. The nonlinear dynamic optimization problem then is
split into an analysis domain where nonlinear dynamic analysis is performed and a design domain where a set of
linear static response optimization subproblems is solved afterwards. The Equivalent Static Load (ESL) method
is a well-known technique for calculating such auxiliary load cases. Numerous examples of effective applications
in sizing, shape, free-sizing, and topology optimization exist’*¥, but the method also suffers from limitations,
e.g. referring to Refs.*®*°. The ESL-procedure has recently been extended by the introduction of the so-called
DiESL-method for sizing and topology optimization problems, incorporating nonlinearities in geometry and
material. It reportedly results in better approximations in the linear static response sub-problem for nonlinear
dynamic problems such as crash*®°.

Another familiar approach is to use physically motivated ESLs*'. The ESLs are then not calculated in a math-
ematically rigorous way, but by following physical considerations for instance the necessary force level to attribute
the kinetic energy needed to be absorbed during crash. Even more straight forward is to directly transfer contact
forces measured during crash analysis to the linear auxiliary load cases, as recently demonstrated by Ref.*%

To enable incorporating the nonlinear dynamic crash load cases into the optimization framework specified
in Eq. (2), in a similar fashion as in the ESL approaches, the crash load cases are linearized as will be explained
in the chapter 0.

Linearization techniques
To integrate the Crash and NVH load cases into the MMO framework (Eq. 2) a pragmatic approach is needed.

For the rear-impact load case (Fig. 8, right), the linearization is performed as explained in the following.
Linear loads are applied to the structure such that the resulting deformation modes are similar to those of the
nonlinear dynamic crash case. In detail, the high speed crash event is split into different stages. For each of these
stages, nodal loads measured at defined sections during the crash event are transferred to define linear static
auxiliary load cases. Afterwards the strain energy distribution and global deformation shape is compared visu-
ally between the actual crash simulation and the linear static auxiliary load cases and trigger loads are added to
increase similarity.

The pole-side impact load case is linearized in a similar way. Here, the contact force between pole and struc-
ture is measured during the nonlinear dynamic analysis and transferred to create linear auxiliary load cases. This
is done for different impact positions of the pole as illustrated in Fig. 9. The loads derived for each pole position
are then balanced, such that the resulting displacements at each pole position decrease monotonically from pole
position 1-5. This aims at deriving a homogenous stiffness distribution over the components front horns, to
prevent crack-initiation due to high differences in stiffness along this end.

To derive a linearized equivalent NVH load case, the frequency domain is linearized to only 2 Hz free struc-
ture to eliminate boundary effects at the supports. Basic static stiffness is derived at the attachment points where
in reality a dynamic load stemming from road-wheel dynamics or engine excitation arises.

It’s important to note that the original NVH and crash load cases are driven by nonlinear effects. Even if the
linearized loads yield similar deformation modes or responses for a specific design, one could not expect equally
good consistency if the design is changed. The topology optimization targets to achieve good load-paths. The
resulting load-paths are then optimized using RSMs, where high frequency or such design dependent nonlinear
effects can be incorporated based on a smaller number of design variables.
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Figure 9. Different pole positions for pole-side-impact.

Multidisciplinary combined topology and free-size optimization

Finally for every discipline a linear auxiliary load case is available enabling combined free-size and topology
optimization. As a next step, constraints accounting for castability are introduced and the linearized load cases
are balanced among each other.

Casting constraints

To integrate manufacturability into the optimization process, some casting constraints are defined. First, draw
directions are defined, such that the mold can be removed after solidification. Figure 10 illustrates two different
draw directions set up.

Second, minimum member-size and maximum member-size constraints are introduced, defining the mini-
mum and maximum diameter of members to be formed during topology optimization, respectively. Third, a
minimum gap constraint is defined, which defines the minimum spacing between structural members formed,
in order to avoid tool overheat. The impact of such constraints on the resulting topology is exemplified in Fig. 11.

Balancing of load cases

Now the different loads f; are balanced to drive adequate results, i.e. the weighting factors w; are determined, espe-
cially for the simplified linearized loads. For this purpose, the mass is minimized, and the results are considered
adequate if the resulting mass is close to a predefined reference value. Optimizing each load case individually
first can be very helpful, as the resulting topology is representative for the load cases or disciplines (e.g. NVH,
crash, driving dynamics) sensitivities. If the resulting mass of such an individual optimization is considerably
smaller than the reference value, the corresponding loads can be increased. As an example, the combined free-
size and topology optimization result of the rear-impact load case is given in Fig. 12. Here, the resulting mass
exceeded the reference value, which is why the corresponding weighting factor has been decreased. This pro-
cedure results in many different design proposals, each of which can be evaluated based on the requirements
related to all load cases.
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Figure 11. Resulting topology depending on employed manufacturing constraints.
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Figure 12. Individual result of combined free-size and topology optimization for rear-impact load case.

Selection of best candidate and realization

Figure 13 shows some of those design proposals. Based on the requirements fulfillment and the overall resulting
mass a best candidate design is selected (Fig. 14, left). The rib structure is then transferred to a shell structure
(Fig. 14, right). This shell design can be parameterized by a small number of design variables specifying the ribs
height and thickness.

The resulting shell interpretation is then again evaluated based on casting, crash and NVH simulation. Eventu-
ally, ribs are added manually to improve the casting component’s performance. For example, some ribs have been
added to enhance the flow of the liquid metal into the component’s front horns. After each of those adaptions
a free-size optimization is run based on the linearized models where the overall mass is minimized again. This
aims at rebalancing the structural members based on the new design in the interest of mass minimization and
optimal structural performance.

Finally, the shell realization illustrated in Fig. 14, right is derived. This realization is parameterized by a small
number of design variables only, such that RSM-based optimization can be used to further optimize the structure.
Please note: the actual purpose of creating the linearized models is fulfilled with the realization of the shell model.
The model is nevertheless further exploited: each adaption resulting of the RSM-based optimization can be fed
back into the linearized models containing all requirements for the purpose of balancing thicknesses between
all loads and disciplines as explained above.

Response-surface-method-based crash optimization using machine learning

to emulate engineering expertise

RSM or also known as surrogate-based optimization approaches are the foundation of phase-two of the genera-
tive design approach illustrated in Fig. 3. They are frequently used to solve crash optimization problems as they
provide a controlled manner of managing the required computational budget by creating mathematical models

Figure 13. Different rib designs resulting of load balancing process using linearized models.
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Figure 14. Best candidate design and corresponding shell realization.
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that are used in lieu of the finite element solver. Such approaches require the translation of engineering require-
ments into scalar quantities that can be constrained by the optimizer. However, often it is not enough to use only
scalar quantities to represent the complex requirements imposed on the crash results.

Typical crash constraints include time dependent measurements of forces, displacements, strains, damage,
distributed energy absorption, etc. The time needed to define such constraints is extensive and the number of
iterations needed between optimization experts and crash design experts limits its application in the fast-paced
development process of BIW structures.

As a result, multiple processes rely on manual validation trough visual inspection of individual post-processed
simulation results. An expert with a trained eye can quickly determine whether the crash behavior meets the
requirements or not. This is particularly true for more sophisticated result fields visualized by contour plotting
directly on the considered geometry, like stress or plastic strain fields. Damage and failure of material play an
important role in crash design to absorb kinetic energy during the crash event. In state-of-the-art crash modelling
sophisticated failure models based on nonlinear material laws are applied. For aluminum die casting the brittle
material behavior makes it inevitable to differentiate failure between local cracking and global structural collapse.
Such a distinction is very difficult to be captured by only scalar value results, it rather represents a classification
type of interpretations. Thus, the classical response-surface-based approach based on a regression of continuous
scalar results like intrusion, load level, or max plastic strain, needs to be enhanced by means of classifying a result
into local acceptable failure or global collapse. This calls for incorporation of machine learning into the optimiza-
tion process as described in the following. We therefore mimic the decision-making process of an expert through
the use of clustering and classification on top of the widespread regression in an expert emulation process®.

RSM-based optimization
Consider a general optimization problem in the form:

min f (x); x € R™
s.t. gj(x) > 0; j=1...,n¢ 3)
xiLSXin}J; i=1,...,nq

Such problems can be solved using direct optimization methods such as the Method of Feasible Directions
(MFD)>* or Sequential Quadratic Programming (SQP)**. However, for problems that are very noisy and/or
for which analytical gradients are not available, best practice dictates the use of surrogate based optimization.
Although there are many methods proposed in literature, and many review articles written on the subject®-%
the process usually consists of a combination of the same four key ingredients shown in Fig. 15.

Design of experiments (DOE)

Test plan of which points should be investigated within the space of the design variables. There are many types
of DOE methods available, but it is generally advisable to use one that uniformly distributes points within the
space spanned by the design variables.

Evaluation

Evaluation of the responses at each of the DOE points. This is where most of the computational effort is spent.
All DOE points are independent which means they can be run in parallel, often using High Performance Com-
puting (HPC) facilities with many cores.

Predictive modelling

Training of predictive models of the responses as function of the design variables. Generally, the training is done
using a subset (here labeled training set) of the DOE points so that the remaining points (here labeled the test
set) can be used to evaluate the quality of the predictive model.

Optimization
Finally, an optimization algorithm is used to find the predicted optimum using the predictive models in lieu of
evaluating the true responses. The optimization problem (Eq. 3) then becomes:

DoE Sampling Evaluation Predictive Models Optimization

2. Predicted
"‘"&\ Optima
s 8

r(x)
T (x)

x
X
E:;h

X1 X, X1 X2

Figure 15. RSM-based optimization process.
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minf(x); x € R™
s.t. gj(X)ZO, j=1,...,l’lc (4)
xiLSXiiin; i=1,...,n4

where ~ denotes a predicted quantity.

Due to the speed at which the predictive model can be evaluated, the number of points needed to reach a
conclusion is secondary to how efficiently the method can find multiple optima in complex spaces. It is com-
mon to verify the predicted optima through evaluation of the FE-model after which the process can be repeated
several times until satisfactory results are obtained.

Clustering

The expert emulation process is incorporated into the RSM-based optimization process as illustrated in Fig. 16.
As in the traditional surrogate based optimization process, the process begins by DOE sampling and evaluation
of each point in the test plan. After this, each DOE point needs to be labeled as per the visual inspection of the
expert. Rather than requiring the expert to manually do a visual inspection and labeling of each run, clustering
is used to automatically group runs with similar results, denoted r(x), together. This results in ng different groups
or clusters of results.

Classification

Once all runs have been labelled, a classifier can be generated. The classifier is meant to mimic a visual inspection
of the postprocessed simulation result fields by an expert user. The classifier is therefore trained using a result
field r(x) as the input and the label of each run as output. The classifier can be denoted as

p(r(x)) (5)
where p(r(x))T = (p1 (r(x)), ..., Ppng (r(x))) is a vector and P ((x)) gives the probability that r(x) belongs to
the group ng.

Optimization based on expert emulation
To determine the optimum design belonging to a certain group corresponding to a favored structural behavior,
the classifier can be used within a surrogate based optimization framework:

min f (x); x e R™

st gi(x) > 0; j=1...,n
pE®) = pM I=1,...,n ©
x}gxifxiu; i=1,...,nq

where the resultant field is determined using the RSM itself and p™™ denotes the minimum required probability
that the result belongs to the I-th group.

RSM Optimization of pole side-impact enhanced by expert emulation for casting
arts

Ks part of the second phase of the generative design process (Fig. 3) we apply RSM-based optimization to fulfill
pole side-impact performance with minimal weight. As a first step the overall mega-casting part is optimized.
The design variables have been chosen as representative thicknesses of key structural sections of the casting part
including individual ribs, as outlined in Fig. 17. This defines a typical design space of about 20 design variables.
As a second step the ribs inside of the front-horn region are fine-tuned to attribute their superior contribution
to pole-side impact performance.
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Figure 16. RSM-based optimization process including expert emulation.
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Figure 17. Shell sizing parameterization using about 20 design variables (blue).

The maximum reaction force at the intruding pole over time and the minimum remaining safe space are used
as key performance indicators. In that safe space for instance passengers or battery modules are safe from impact
by the pole. Figure 18 illustrates the pareto-optimal region maximizing safe space and maximum reaction force
for one distinct pole position. Such region can be determined using e.g. the Global Response Search Method with
Altair HyperStudy®'. We see that there is a limit region to achieve all targets, highlighted in green. Where the blue
region represents the limit to achieve safe space with minimal structural weight, the orange region represents the
limit of the structure’s resistance to the pole impact loading. However, this orange color region compromises the
safe space because due to broad material failure, or even partial structural collapse of the aluminum casting, the
pole intrudes further. This region is dominated by designs representing a full collapse such as illustrated in the
orange frame of Fig. 18. The green region is represented mostly by designs where only local failure occurs and
the structure remains integer, as exemplarily shown in the green frame of Fig. 18. Such designs are key to balance
energy absorption and intrusion and represent therefore the design target. It is important to note that even if
those regions are dominated by one distinct structural behavior, the regions do mix up and it is very challenging
to identify the best compromise design between minimum remaining safe space and maximum reaction force
just based on this scalar results.

Megacasting part weight

ar /J»

A 1El’ J \
.S . . wr_.

| eee— s, O e % /\41.’ b

Reaction Force at the pole
'd

Safe space (little intrusion = large safe space)

Figure 18. Pareto-optimal designs for the objectives maximum reaction force over safe space. Exemplary
illustration of the two clusters integer (green) and collapse (orange).
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This is complicated by the necessity of achieving robustness. To derive a robust structure, one could vary
the pole’s impact location along the side of the vehicle, as depicted in Fig. 9, and perform an optimization based
on multiple load cases. Then, a scalar KPI based on all load cases has to be found, e.g. average minimal safe
space over all pole positions, to target one robust optimum. Material failure could also be considered within the
optimization problem, constraining e.g. the number of failed elements. No matter how, the quality of resulting
optimal designs heavily depend on whether the chosen scalar measurements capture the engineering design
target adequately or not.

For both above reasons, each design, has to be assessed by an expert individually. Depending on the number
of simulations to be evaluated this process can vary from very time consuming to impractical. To circumvent this,
clustering and derived classification constraints as explained in Section "Optimization based on expert emulation”
are used. As representative cluster data the displacement fields, or the specific material failure contour fields, at
the last time-step of the crash analysis are used. This resembles the same contour crash domain experts would
look at while evaluating one single design. The classifier is trained using an initial DoE consisting of about 150
simulations. Then, the mass can be minimized while constrained on designs representing the targeted green
(structurally integer) failure modes for various pole positions.

In a second RSM-based optimization phase we exploit this more detailed. Based on results of the first RSM
optimization where the major thickness distributions of the structural sections are defined, this time only the
local rib thicknesses of the horn region are considered. The results related to the most critical pole position are
discussed as follows. Sampling and clustering of the crash results based on the failure contour at the last timestep
reveals intriguingly different failure modes. We illustrate three different failure modes in Fig. 19. The dendrogram
on top of the figure shows a separation of a first “cluster 1” with 79 results and two further separated clusters
“cluster 2 [87 samples]” and “cluster 3 [118 samples]. Below the dendrogram we plot one individual sample of
the respective cluster. Mind that within the respective clusters several sample results are collected. What can
be observed is that the three clusters represent different failure modes where cluster 1 shows distributed local
elemental failure and cracks, but no structural collapse of the horn section. In contrast, the other two clusters
show more significant connected failure leading to shear-type separations of the horn section and the remaining
casting structure. Obviously, the structural collapse shall be avoided for the optimal design. By analyzing the
design variable setups corresponding to preferred cluster 1 results one identifies a particular design mechanism
which consists of an inner section of the horn ribs where thicknesses are rather high and an outer section of
ribs with a rather small thickness. This outer rib structural section serves energy absorption where the inner
section stabilizes the overall structure. Minimizing the weight of the design space section and constraining the

0 5 FT13
Cluster 1 (79) Cluster 2 (87) Cluster 3 (118)

Figure 19. Clustering result of local horn-section RSM-optimization. Top-right insert sketches the rib
thickness design-space in the local horn section. The dendrogram on top shows three clusters based on material
failure contour fields of last time steps of 284 samples, respectively. One exemplary contour plot for each cluster
is depicted below, visualizing the significantly different failure modes identified by unsupervised clustering:
Cluster 1=local failure only; Cluster 2 = structural shear collapse mode 1; Cluster 3 =structural shear collapse
mode 2.
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failure mode to preferred optimal cluster 1 results in a robust structural design of the local horn section for pole
side crash. Feeding this design into the multidisciplinary overall design optimization enables favorable crash
behavior, where traditional designs do not fulfill crash requirements due to brittle failure of aluminum structure.

RSM-based optimization of casting process and part design
Next to the design challenge to fulfill structural requirements with minimal weight, the challenges related to the
casting process are addressed using RSM-based optimization.

HPDC manufacturing processes are defined by three main injection phases, prefilling, filling and compac-
tion. During prefilling, low velocity and a sophisticated runner system design enables appropriate inflow of the
material at the ingates. When the material reaches the ingate, the second phase of the injection, the filling phase
begins. The runner system is very narrow in the region in contact with the part, thus, material velocity increases
highly in this region and enters the part at very high speed. This is an important requirement in HPDC processes
to avoid premature solidification of the metal before the full component is filled. Lightweight designed parts
contain very thin regions in which temperature decreases fast. To enable such lightweight design the filling time
must always be lower than the most unfavorable solidification time.

Finally, during compaction phase, extra material is pushed into the cavity at high pressure to reduce shrinkage
porosity and improve material characteristics such as strength and ductility, for which aluminum alloys nowadays
are designed to fulfill high standards. This is especially driven by structural crash requirements. It is therefore
key to design a casting process which robustly achieves required material quality particularly at the part region
where crash requirements are essential. This represents a design problem coupling structural and process targets.
In the following, focusing on the most critical filling phase, the problem is addressed by optimizing the ingate
system and as well by considering part design bound to structural requirements within casting simulations.

RSM-based optimization of inlet design

To obtain a good quality casted part using HPDC it must be ensured that the component does not solidify before
the die is filled and the last part to solidify must be the gate, to enable the entrance of material during the last
phase. The design of the ingate system itself dictates initial flow conditions and therefore is key to achieve high
quality casting. There is no clear mathematical relationship for the number of gates required for a die-casting
part and rather empirical and rough assumptions are typically taken in industry®?. In the following RSM-based
optimization is employed to determine the best configuration that minimizes the number of ingates while achiev-
ing the shortest filling time. As illustrated in Fig. 20 the symmetric ingate system consists of 16 different ingates,
parameterized by 8 discrete design variables (open or closed).

The transient filling simulation is solved using an implicit Eulerian manufacturing solver that couple and
solves the governing equations for fluid flow and heat transfer. A DOE was conducted with over 150 runs. The
analysis focused on the impact of the number of inlets (ranging from 6 to 14). One key finding from the study,
as depicted in Fig. 21, is that there is a specific position where the filling time for a configuration with a higher
number of ingates is equivalent to one with two fewer ingates (Fig. 21, left). This demonstrates that while filling
time is generally proportional to the number of ingates, the specific configuration and part geometry also play
a significant role.

This observation indicates that achieving the same filling time can be accomplished with fewer ingates, result-
ing in less waste material in the ingate system. This finding highlights the importance of considering both the
number and configuration of ingates to optimize the casting process effectively.

Besides, it is essential to consider the multidisciplinary performance requirements, specifically castability and
crash performance. The front horns of the component are identified as the most critical region in both aspects.
These horns play an important role in crash performance, and it is crucial to minimize defects in this area during
the manufacturing process. For this purpose, a uniform filling process is targeted while minimizing the overall
filling time and ensuring the last region to be filled is not the horns but the upper region.

Figure 20. Ingate system simplification for parametrization.
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Figure 21. Filling times varying the number of ingates and their position.

Figure 22 shows the filling fronts at different times for the initial design with all ingates used on the left and
for the optimal design on the right side. The optimal design differs to the previously found optimal design by
using 2 ingates in the front instead of the rear. This accounts for early filling of the front horns but also balances
the flow to be concentric to the ingates instead of displaced to the front.

Multidisciplinary optimization approach to design mega-casting part w.r.t. structural and
casting requirements

We have demonstrated above how the overall ingate design can be adapted to optimize the filling process regard-
ing structural and casting requirements. Additionally, local geometric part design also determines the filling in
the region of the front horns. Ribs oriented from the ingate directly to the front section ease filling compared
to for instance a regular square rib pattern, see Fig. 23. Also thicknesses of ribs and base surface affect the fill-
ing time and filling quality. As explained in chapter 0 this selection is critical to fulfill pole crash requirements
and the thickness distribution has been optimized by RSM and clustering constraints. Only a specific thickness
distribution fulfills crash requirements, where a soft section towards the pole allows energy absorption and a
strong section of inner ribs stabilizes against structural collapse.

Based on the RSM approach to achieve optimal rib position, thickness, and base surface distribution to ful-
fill crash requirements, one can easily include the casting simulation of the part coupled to these same design
variables. Coherence of the separate crash and casting simulations with their individual models and respective
design parametrization is achieved by running both in parallel based on design variables coupling the equivalent
geometric design freedom in both the crash and the casting model. Thus, a pareto front of targets stemming from
crash and casting can be derived and weight optimal designs fulfilling all targets could be explored. We refer to®
where this proposed process has been evaluated for a simplified structure representing the coupled structural

and casting process optimization.

Figure 22. Ingate optimization initial and final state. Three material front timesteps t1, t2, t3 are represented
by color. On the left the beginning of the filling (t3) is rather circular around the ingate section and the final
material front (end of the filling, t1) is only located at the horns. In contrast on the right, the material front at
the beginning (t3) is rather imbalanced favoring the lower section leading to a homogeneous material front at
the end of the filling (t1). This shifts a potential risk zone of material defects from the structurally critical horn
section to the upper crossbeam section.

t1
t2
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Figure 23. Comparison of rib topology and orientation in the critical pole side-crash section: on the left a
classical design approach with regular pattern. On the right the proposed design optimizing filling together with
crash performance.

Validation of weight-optimal multi-disciplinary mega-casting design
The previously described two-phase design approach yields the design illustrated in Fig. 24. In the following, this
design is validated by comparison with a design stemming from classical design process. Figure 25 compares
the performance of both with respect to summarized quantified design requirements. As can be seen, for most
requirements both designs overperform. For the pole-side impact, however, requirements are not fulfilled by the
reference design. In contrast to the two-phase design approach, the classical approach suffers from inefhicient
load paths and even more at identifying the structural integer failure modes with appropriate energy absorption.
The final design’s superiority becomes even more pronounced when comparing weight. The casting compo-
nents mass is 25 kg less than the reference. This also validates the success of the first phase optimal load-path
conceptual design.

Summary

This paper presents a multidisciplinary design optimization process to generate light-weight structural casting
parts fulfilling various structural requirements. These requirements stem from different automotive design dis-
ciplines and are all handled by various types of finite element simulations of diverse complexity and nonlinearity.
On top of these design disciplines, the manufacturing of mega-castings adds further challenges to design the
casting process but also the part design.

A two-phase approach was presented to design such geometries. The process consists of a first phase where the
conceptual design is generated by applying topology optimization to multidisciplinary load-cases. Part require-
ments from structural performance and casting process were linearized or adapted to be implemented into a
multi-load case topology and free-sizing optimization problem, coupled by a design space consisting of more
than 6 million design variables. Structural requirements based on linearization techniques summed up to about
120 load cases and casting requirements were considered employing manufacturing constraints. Balancing the
driving load cases yielded several optimal load-path conceptual designs. A best candidate design was selected
and then transferred into a parameterized FE-model of base surface and rib design for structural statics and
dynamics, explicit crash analyses and casting simulations.

This model served for RSM-based optimization, during the second phase, to minimize part weight and simul-
taneously fulfill all given performance requirements. For pole-side impact clustering constraint were employed
to target a desired failure mode for several concurrent pole positions. This structurally integer failure mode is
key to balance energy absorption and intrusion and to successfully apply RSM-based optimization. Moreover,
the ingate design was optimized considering both castability and crash performance for pole-side impact. The
primary findings of this process underscore the pivotal role of ingate positioning in attaining a uniform flow

Figure 24. Final design resulting of two-phase generative design approach.
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Figure 25. Performance of design resulting of two-phase generative design approach (final design) compared
to design stemming from classical design process (reference design).

distribution for balanced filling. Furthermore, optimizing the ingate position provides the opportunity to reduce
the number of ingates to 8 while maintaining a filling time equivalent to using 10 ingates, resulting in cost sav-
ings on materials and enhancing both the castability and performance of the part by enhancing material quality
on the most critical structural region.

Finally, the resulting structure has been validated by means of a comparison with a design stemming from
classical design approach. The generative design result outperforms the reference in multiple ways. First, a weight
reduction of 25 kg could be achieved. Second, requirements with regard to pole-side impact could only be fulfilled
by the generative design result. To the authors’ knowledge, no comparable optimization methodology has yet
been published, considering multidisciplinary.

Discussion

The presented procedure is in line with the current trend to leverage more detailed and brought simulation
and—where data is available—usage of data analytics and machine learning. It involves heavy computational
efforts, running up to 600 samples during DOE and optimum validation. Each crash simulation was run on a
high-performance cluster with up to 128 CPU and sometimes more than 12 h of computing time.

The benefit of this massive algorithmic effort is twofold. First aspect is gained from an efficiency standpoint of
the final product in terms of weight and passive crash safety when compared to the design stemming from clas-
sical design approach. Also, from a time-to-market perspective the efficiency gain is significant, as it converges
rather quick to a weight optimal geometry. Involved heavy computation during the second phase RSM-based
optimizations is mostly in parallel, because most runs are conducted during the initial sampling in the DOE-step.
This allows a turnaround time of several weeks which is highly competitive in typical automotive design cycles.

The second type of benefit of the proposed generative design approach refers to its effectiveness compared
to the classical design approach. This is reflected by the enabling aspect based on two challenges. One challenge
is the high level of expertise necessary to successfully design such large casting parts. The presented machine-
learning based enhancement for RSM-based optimization allows intuitive analysis and constraint definition of
complex, simulation-based behavior of the design in crash or casting simulations. Thus, at the cost of significantly
more simulation runs also less skilled experts can define appropriate performance constraints. Where usually only
a small number of experts in large OEMs can contribute to such design projects, the generative design approach
allows to scale by enabling enough computing power but less skilled personnel.

Finally, the second enabling challenge also addressed by the proposed generative design approach is the
immense design freedom that HPDC manufacturing allows. For manufacturing of casted parts, it does hardly
matter whether a surface has constant or varying thickness, whether rib patterns are simple and rectangular or
arbitrarily shaped as long as distances and min/max thicknesses are fulfilled. Such a tremendous design freedom
is prone to be handled successfully only by heavy usage of algorithms and computing power. The usual itera-
tive design process based on CAD geometry and simulation analysis is not capable of exploring the full design
freedom of a casting part, therefore missing the weight optimal design.

From an accuracy point of view, both compared approaches perform equally well. Similar FE-models are
used in the final design phase leading to established accuracy in automotive design.
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On top of the final weight-optimal design and comparably small turnaround time the applied algorithms
deliver valuable information stemming from data analytics and sensitivity information at no additional cost. This
allows for instance a sensitivity analysis comparing and ranking different structural requirements. Individual
load-cases can be evaluated with respect to their contribution to the final part weight. Design space limitations
or manufacturing concepts like draw direction sectioning and constraints like upper and lower thickness limits
can be quantified and ranked. This allows to quantify further, higher ranking boundary conditions like manu-
facturing cost.

Outlook

As outlook we refer to some important methodical improvements for the individual steps. Looking on the first
phase, the linearization of nonlinear structural requirements can be improved or automatized by new devel-
opments like the DiESL method**** ¢, providing a well-defined procedure to linearize crash load cases. The
adoption of this methodology would involve several advantages: first, nonlinearities in geometry and mate-
rial—prominent in crash—would find consideration in the linear auxiliary load cases, resulting in an improved
approximation of the actual crash load cases. Second, time-consuming pre-processing steps, e.g. finding adequate
modelling of impactors, determining trigger loads or load balancing would be reduced and replaced by automized
procedure.

Moreover, more sophisticate manufacturing constraints could be introduced in phase one, e.g. maximum/
minimum member size depending on the distance to the inlet, to enhance castability.

Phase-two is mostly related to RSM-based multidisciplinary optimization, which represent a very active field
of research. Focusing on car crash as domain we refer to® for a very recent summary of improvements for practi-
cal application in BIW design. We just mention so-called “Auto-ML” methods in the field of machine learning
to give an idea on the large field of research regarding metamodeling as such. As proposed above the inclusion
of classification into metamodeling for crash is quite new and further research to efficiently integrate this into
typical regression-based optimization is necessary. Regarding the optimization itself based on metamodels, the
selection and hyperparameter tuning and optimization represent current research activity as well. Particularly
in the domain of car crash, we refer to®’ for recent developments. Including further machine learning based
prediction into a multifidelity type of optimization is a promising and active field of research. Data-driven pre-
diction methods are rising to disrupt long simulations times or tedious repetitive simulation cycles. The overall
target of all these activities is to improve the automatization within phase-two and to tackle the still large amount
of computing resources to solve individual crash simulations during optimization, limiting the dimensionality
of design space. In addition to the challenge of reducing CPU times directly, there are other challenges that arise
during the implementation of the methodology: first the preparation of such MDO includes some organizational
challenges. Those are for example the selection of relevant disciplines and related requirements to be included
into the MDO. Moreover, the number of design variables and most relevant parts must be selected. Both deci-
sions can have significant influence on turnaround time, optimization outcome, and involved CPU time and
should therefore be done profoundly. Furthermore, technical challenges to be considered are the necessity of
mapping design variables between different models, e.g. casting and crash models. Depending on the type of
design variable, e.g. sizing or shape, the related complexity increases and future research could support further
improvement of MDO.

In conclusion, the presented two-phase multidisciplinary optimization process to generate automotive mega-
casting parts is an industry-ready solution. We believe that such solutions will spread significantly towards other
examples as the convergence of simulation and data-driven methods will grow. The combination of gradient-
based optimization for large number of design variables and RSM-based optimization for nonlinear and com-
plex structural problems including manufacturing is applicable in a broad range of areas, e.g. aerospace, heavy
industry, consumer electronics, etc. Generating large datasets by simulation and at the same time exploring the
same large datasets by big data analytics and machine learning offers tremendous potential in all those areas.
Capabilities of data storage and exploration in the cloud enable dedicated resource and development time man-
agement leveraging historical data. Clustering, classification and physics prediction are recently published in
commercial software tools, e.g. ALTAIR ExpertAl, ALTAIR PhysicsAl.

Data availability

The data that support the findings of this study are available from BMW Group but restrictions apply to the
availability of these data, which were used under license for the current study, and so are not publicly available.
Data are however available from the authors upon reasonable request and with permission of BMW Group.
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